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God in the land" l which can hardly mean anything but the
synagogues. Friedlander's contention that the earliest non-
Essene Judsean synagogues (those of the Libertines, the
Cyrenaeans and the Alexandrians) belonged to the Jews of the
Dispersion really proves very little, since the authors of the
Acts, which is the source of our information, would not have
been concerned with any others. It would be difficult to
prove the absence of others, that is to say, synagogues of purely
Palestinian origin, in Jerusalem about the time of Jesus' death.
Wellhausen 2 supports the more logical hypothesis that the
synagogue dates from the Exile and arose in Babylon out of
the necessity of providing some local centre as a substitute
for the Temple in maintaining the continuity of worship among
the exiles. A similar necessity gave the synagogues of the
Diaspora their extreme importance.

For my own part, I am prepared to believe that the first
steps were taken during the Exile, by pious men (hasidim)
who wished to find a common expression for their unswerv-
ing devotion to Jahweh,3 but I am inclined to think that it
was in Palestine during the Persian period that the institu-
tion really took definite form. In that case its rise would
have been a result of the stress laid by Ezra and Neheniiah
on the knowledge of the Torah. The dissemination of this
knowledge demanded a new centre of religious instruction for
the people, since the Temple, which was, moreover, unavailable
to more than a small section of the community, was not con-
cerned with teaching.

In principle, there was certainly nothing in this innovation
hostile to the Temple; the synagogue was rather its comple-
ment,4 and wherever priests were found, they played an
important part in its organization. Later, when the synagogues
had become the special domain of the Scribes, they were perhaps
not always well disposed to the priestly dignitaries of the Temple;
but this attitude should not be regarded as more than a question
of tendencies and personal feeling.

The synagogue was not a temple, for Gentiles were not
excluded from its meetings, though it was true that they might
advance no further than the threshold.6 It was a meeting-

1 This is the only text that makes any allusion to the synagogue in the
Old Testament and its Apocrypha.

2 LXXX7HI, 193.               3 CCLXXin, chap. v.             4 CCL, i, 2.

5 CCC, i, 85. This was certainly true of synagogues on Hellenic terri-
tory, but may possibly not apply to those of Palestine. Ps. Justin,
Cohortatio ad Graecos, 13, advises Gentiles who wish to learn something
of the origins of the Christian faith (in this case the Messianic passages in
the Law and the Prophets) to attend the Jewish synagogues.